
 

 

 

 

O N  T H E  W A Y  T O  T H E  O C E A N  
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Private view: Thursday 29 March, 6.30 – 8.30pm 

Exhibition continues: 30 March – 5 May 2012 

 

The heavily painted subjects of Boo Ritson’s photographic portraits focused on the various layers that make up 

persona. For her second solo exhibition with Poppy Sebire, Ritson turns her attention to the American landscape with a 

series of mixed media works that investigate the relationship of identity and representation to place. 

Ritson casts the characters and spaces that constitute the proverbial American Dream, albeit one that is imagined and 

imaged through a specifically British lens.  Here, the scenic environments constitute a virtual America, their story, a 

journey along a trail towards the ocean. They reiterate the romantic dream of the New World, one both borne out of 

nineteenth-century women’s writing and developed in Pop art. However, the picturesque American landscape is 

manufactured through elements found closer to home, in Chesham, England. Fabricated landscapes, both familiar and 

slightly ominous, create settings in which the unknown may manifest. Images and sculptures have been variously 

moulded, photographed, digitally worked and reprinted. This multi-layered process of collage echoes the convoluted 

and fragmented nature of identity.  



At the same time, the simulacral scenarios resonate with the landscape of the World Wide Web. The artist asks, ‘Is 

America like the internet?’, its promise of boundless freedom in fact a fiction, a failed project of (post)modernity. As in 

Gothic fiction’s imagining of the untrammelled new world, the Net’s labyrinthine spaces portend unrestricted 

possibilities; though in practice these frequently lead to the sublime depths of humanity. Out of Ritson’s obfuscations 

of the virtual and the real – reconstructions of so many clichés re-enacted in countless films, images and video-games – 

emerges a techno-sublime. Of course the limitless landscape of cyberspace, like America, is one of the imagination. 

The artist’s true topography is that of the mind’s eye: infinite and without scale, where images roam freely. As such, 

Ritson attempts to revisit the original dream and to distil its essence. 

 

Boo Ritson was born in 1969 and lives and works in Chesham, UK. A solo exhibition is forthcoming at the Oklahoma 

City Arts Center. Other recent solo exhibitions include D is for Donut, Southampton City Art Gallery, Southampton 

(2011); All Aboard, BravinLee Programs, New York (2011); The Line Up, GAD, Oslo (2010) and Back-Roads Journeys, 

Poppy Sebire and Alan Cristea Gallery, London (2009). Group exhibitions include Thrice Upon a Time, Magasin 3, 

Stockholm (2010); Behind The Mask, New Art Gallery, Walsall (2010); Dawnbreakers, John Hansard Gallery, 

Southampton (2010); Franks-Suss Collection, Saatchi Gallery, London (2010); Boule to Braid (curated by Richard 

Wentworth), Lisson Gallery, London (2009); Order from Chaos (touring), Centro Andaluz de Fotografia, Almeria and 

Convento de Santa Iñes, Seville (2009); ARTfutures, Bloomberg SPACE, London (2007) and BALTIC, Gateshead (2007). 

Ritson’s work belongs in private and public collections including Saatchi, Jay Jopling, David Roberts, Zabludowicz and 

Land Securities. She holds an MA from the Royal College of Art. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes for Editors: 

Image caption: ‘Treetop’, 2012, 90 x 135 cm, Digital c-type print 

Address: All Hallows Hall, 6 Copperfield Street, London, SE1 0EP 

Opening hours: Tuesday – Saturday 10am- 6pm or by appointment  

Contacts and further information: +44(0)20 7928 3096 gallery@poppysebire.com www.poppysebire.com  


